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The Palestine

Children's Relief Fund

1999 was a year of great humanitarian
achievements for the Palestine
Children's Relief Fund. Hundreds of
sick and injured children received
important medical care through our
efforts. Some went to the US for free
medical care, while many more were
treated in local hospitals by surgical
teams sent to the region. 1999 was also
the year we launched our "Healing
Hearts" Campaign to fight the problem
of congenital heart disease in the region.
By sending teams of surgeons to the
Middle East, as well as bringing children
for cardiac surgery to the US, the PCRF
saved the lives of many sick children.
Our proudest achievement in 1999 was
the decision by the Belgian government
to provide long-term training for
Palestinians doctors and nurses in
cardiac surgery.  This will make our
goal of training local personnel in
cardiac surgery a realistic objective We
will continue to send surgical teams to
the Middle East to treat children in Iraq,
Palestine, Lebanon, Syria and Jordan.
2000 will be a year of greater
humanitarian challenges.There are still
thousands of Arab children who need
medical care that is not available to them
locally. Dozens of PCRF volunteers
remain committed to continuing our
humanitarian efforts into the new
century and we hope that you will
support us in our relief efforts.  The
PCRF offers concerned persons a unique
chance to provide important lifesaving
help to sick and injured Arab children.
We cannot realistically achieve our goals
without your generous support.

Steve Sosebee
Director
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Burned Children Receive Reconstructive Surgery

Several children from across the Middle East were
brought to the U.S. for reconstructive plastic surgery in
1999. In March, one-year-old Amal Khatib (at right)
from Jénin arrived with her mother for reconstructive
surgery by Dr. Jeffrey DeWeese at St. Francis Hospital in
San Francisco. Also in March, Mohammed Abu Nassar
from Jebalya refugee camp had plastic surgery on his
burned face by Dr. Michael Peters at Mercy Hospital in
San Diego, CA. In April, Looia Ahmed, 11, an Egyptian
boy living in Dubai, had plastic surgery at the Shriners
Hospital for Burned Children in Cincinnati, Ohio. In
October, Magdalene Sadi, 14, from Jenin had plastic
surgery on her abdomen. She was burned by Israeli
soldiers during the Intifada and was treated by Dr. Kevin
Hopkins of Medical City Hospital in Dallas.

Children from Lebanon Get free
Medical Carein USA

In April, Mahmoud Wali, 6, from the
Bourj Al-Bourajna refugee camp in Beirut
had plastic surgery on his head and
shoulder by Dr. Kevin Hopkins at Medical

City in Dallas, Texas. (Mahmoud is seen at } 5 e
right before and after his treatment) Youths Suffering Bombing Injuries

Find Relief Through PCRF

In July, Darine Barbar, 17, from Beirut
had an artificial leg rebuilt in Arizona. She | In September, 17-year-old Bourhan
lost her leg from cancer in 1988 and was in | Shkeir, (photo at bottom) from Nablus,
need of a new leg to enable her to walk | arrived in Los Angeles for treatment at
again. the Shriners Hospital for Crippled
Children. He lost both hands, a leg
and an eye from a landmine and was
accompanied by his mother. In October, Zeinab Awad, e
14, arrived in Chicago for surgery on her legs following a [
bomb explosion near her home in Askar refugee camp.
In December, Fersan Ghazi, 17, from Turmas Ayya,
arrived in New York for hand surgery by Jeffery Arlis at
Roosevelt St. Luke's Hospital in New York following a .
bomb explosion in 1998.




Iraqi Children Get Treatment in the US

In March, 6-year-old Mustafa Hama (photo are right) returned home
to Baghdad following a year of treatment in the U.S. for congenital
facial deformities. Mustafa was treated by Dr. Andrew Turk at
Stanford Hospital. In April, Maha Mahdi, 11, from Baghdad
arrived in Los Angeles for treatment of her spinal cord by the
Shriners Hospital. In October, Zahra'a Hamdan, 11, arrived with
her mother from Iraq for open-heart surgery at Riley Hosptial in
Indianapolis, Indiana. (Iraqi children are brought in cooperation
with Life for Reliefand Development)

=

Children with Birth Defects Get Extensive Medical Care Through PCRF

In April, 14-year-old Aida Ghazal from Gaza arrived in Houston, Texas for surgery
on her spinal cord at the Shriners Hospital, as well as treatment on her eye by Dr. Tom
Weiner. In June, Waleed Salman, 14, from Nablus arrived with his mother in
Atlanta for urological surgery at Eagleston Hospital. In
July, 2-year-old Hussein Abu Tayeh (photo at right) from
Tulkarem arrived in Florida with his mother for
reconstructive surgery on his head, hand and feet by Dr.
Muntaz Habal. In September, 11-year-old Nabeela
Meshal from Gaza had spinal cord surgery at the Shriners
Hospital in Chicago

Life-Saving Open-Heart Surgery for Girl from Syria

In March, 11-year-old Solaire Ghanem (at right with
her mother) from the Yarmouk refugee camp in
Damascus arrived with her mother for open-heart
surgery at Presbyterian Hospital in Albuquerque,
New Mexico.




British Cardiac Completes Successful
Mission to Jerusalem

In March, the first team of pediatric cardiac surgeons
sent by the PCRF to Palestine successfully completed
19 operations at Makassed Islamic Charitable Hospital
on the Mount of Olives. The team was from
Birmingham Children's Hospital and was led by
cardiac surgeon, Dr. B. Sethia {seen ot vight w
swygewy). The five-member team also included Dr.
John Wright, a pediatric cardiologist, Dr. Tony
Moriarity, an anesthesiologist, Surindar Kular, a scrub
nurse, and Ruth Cooper, an ICU nurse. The team
performed one week of extensive surgery on many sick

-'ra Arab children.




Children Treated By U.K. Team, March, 1999 sesss——

Name Age Residence Diagnosis date
Bassam Adas 15 Anabta/Nablus Resection of Subaortic Stenosis | 3/23
Fatich Sulieman 1 Gaza TOF Shunt 3/23
Ahed Karaya 4 Khan Younis ASD 3/24
Alia Hussein 7 Deir Hatab/Nablus ASD, Hem. Pulm. Eins. 3/24
Rawan Daragmah 7 Toubas/Jenin TOF 3/24
Safa Al-Bayat 23d Hebron Septostomy for TGA 3/24
Jihan Da'doush 3 Nablus Balloon for Pulm, Stenosis 3/24
Saja Huleisi 1 Gaza TGA/PA Cavo Pulm. Shunt 3/24
Sami Abdul Khader 4 Jebalya RC/Gaza PDA 3/25
Fares El Ghadour 3 Gaza TOF 3/25
Fatima Edwan 6 Rafah/Gaza Balloon for Pulm. Stenosis 3/25
Yacoub Abu Naji 7 Gaza Balloon for Pulm. Stenosis 3/25
Hiam Zayoud 6 Jenin Cavo. Pulm. Shunt 3/28
Aiyesha Wafi 7 Khan Younis PDA 3/28
Karam Amer 8 Gaza TOF Repair 3/28
Omar Asfour 2 Gaza Balloon for Pulm. Stenosis 3/28
Nader Al-Hallag 5 Nablus TOF 3/29
Dina Baker 2 Gaza PDA 3/29
Reham El Khatib 2 Gaza Sub. As. 3/29

Italian Cardiae Team Saves Lives in Jerusalem ms——m—"mn

In early July, an 8-member team of pediatric cardiac surgeons began treating sick Arab
children with congenital heart disease at Makassed Islamic Charitable Hospital on the Mount
of Olives in East Jerusalem. Led by Dr. Giancarlo Crupi, (below with two patients) a cardiac
surgeon from Bergamo, Italy, the team worked for a week on many sick and dying Arab
babies, saving the lives of many children who otherwise would not get the care they needed.
Also included on the team were Dr. -

Adele Borghi, a pediatric cardiologist,
Silvana Crisci, the perfusionist, Dr.
Claudio Pansera, an anesthesitist, two
ICU nurses, Sofia Avogadri and
Giovanna Bagini, Cinzia Capelli, a
scrub nurse and Bresciani Orietta, a
theater assistant. The PCRF plans to
send Dr. Crupi and his team back to the
Middle East again in the year 2000 to
continue to provide sick children live-
saving surgery, as well as train for local
doctors and nurses in pediatric cardiac

surgery




Children Treated by Italian Team, July 1999 ————

Name Age Residence Diagnosis Date
Mumtussam Rabah 2 Ramallah Glenn Shunt 715
Rilal Adham 2 Gaza Bilateral Glenn Shunt 7/5
Ahmed Shuberi 5 Nablus Shunt 7/6
Suhaib Musa 2 Nablus TOF 7/6
Muneer Hasanat S5m Jericho TOF 77
Sabreen Al Tom 2 Jebalya RC/Gaza TOF 7/7
Fuad Dagher 1 Ramallah VSD/PS 7/8
Ahmed Shalash 4 Gaza Mustard TGA 7/8
Muntaz El Sheikh 1 Bethlechem TOF 7/9
Majagh Kafesha 4 Gaza Shunt 7/9
Shathah Bilawi 2 Gaza Partial AV Canal 7/10
Nagab Musa 6m Hebron Transposition Rt. Art. 7/10

Belgians are First Pediatric Cardiac Team to Work in e ——

Ramallah Hospital s e

The third team of pediatric cardiac surgeons to operate in Palestine
through the PCRF in 1999 arrived in Ramallah Hospital at the end of
July to begin open-heart surgery on sick children with congenital heart
disease. Led by Professor Guido Van Nooten, head of cardiac surgery at
the University of Gent, the 10-member team included pediatric cardiologists, Dr. Daniel de
Wolf and Dr. Bert Suys, another cardiac surgeon named Dr. Katrien Francois, Dr. Luc
Foubert and Dr. Koen Reyntijens, intensivists/anesthesiologists, Gigi Coppieters and
Katrien Van Hooren, the ICU nurses, Filip De Somer, the perfusionist and Mieke Olieslagers,
the scrub nurse. The team operated for a week on sick Arab children from all over the West
Bank and Gaza Strip, including the first children ever treated in the new catherization lab at
Ramallah Hospital, which was built by the Belgian government and opened in June.

Children treated by Belgian Team, July, 1999 m——

Name Age Residence Diagnosis Date

May'ce Daragmah 12 Toubas/Jenin PDA 7/25
Fatima Al-Badran 8 Beit Lahia/Gaza ASD-VSD 7/25
Mohammed Balawmeh + Jericho ASD-PS 7/26
Khader Pestal 6 Gaza PDA 7/26
Omar Munfeed 5 Tulkarem ASD-VSD 7/26
Hamid Quaidy 6m Gaza BT Shunt 7127
Malak Alrabas 9m Qalgilya VSD 7/27
Ahlam Kawari ) Gaza PDA Ty
Moorad Abdullatif 2 Atil/Tulkarem TOF 7/28
Radwan Abu Nahia 4 Gaza Glenn Shunt 7/28
Abdoukhalaf Beyen 2 Gaza TOF 7/28
Suhad Darwish 16 m Gaza Sub. Ao. Stenosis 7/29
Yousra Hamdan 28 Beit Sira Valve Replacement 7/29



R

Second Belgian Mission in Results in Training [Q¥T 2y

In October, the same team of
pediatric cardiac surgeons, plus another
anesthesiologist, again worked for a week at
Ramallah Hospital. In addition to providing life-
saving surgery to dozens of sick babies, the mission
alsoresulted in a decision by the Belgian Government
to fund a long-term training program headed by
Professor Van Nooten, who the PCRF first
sent to Palestine in January.

Children treated by Belgian Team, Oct. 99 me————

Name age Residence Diagnosis Date

Nuha Al Shilah 10 Jalazone RC Pulmonary Banding 10/17
Ahlam Salem 2 Gaza TOF 10/17
Ayah Moh'd Sukar 1 Gaza Cardiac Catherization 10/17
Ala' Hamdan 17 Salfit Balloon 10/17
Faraj Mahmoud 2 Gaza VSD 10/17
AbdulJalel Da'na 2 Hebron TOF 10/18
Lamya Naser Khalil 2 Gaza Balloon 10/18
Inas Naji Issa 2 Jericho Balloon 10/18
Ragdah Al-Swidi d Gaza Cardiac Catherization 10/18
Sanad Wajeed Quees 9m Qalqgilya BT Shunt 10/18
Ahmed Hussein 1 Gaza ASD 10/18
Mahdi Attalah 2 Gaza TOF 10/19
Ansam Hamad Nimir 3m Hebron Balloon 10/19
Ismail Salem Talal 2 Gaza Balloon 10/19
Ala' Abed Al-Najar 2 Hebron Cardiac Catherization 10/19
Baha Jihad Mahawi 2m Gaza TOF 10/19
Ayah Sukar 1 Gaza ASD-VSD 10/19
Islam Al-Ajarmeh 5 Hebron VSD, PS 10/20
Ra'fat Za'atreh 10 Swahreh Balloon 10/20
Niveen Sheiha 7m Deir Debwan Pulmonary Banding 10/20
Mohammed Al-Jeitawi 10 Tulkarem AorticAneurysm 10/20
Mohammed Ahmed 3 Yamoun VSD 10/21
Sharouq Hoshah 3 Tulkarem VSD 10/21




Adult Cardiae Team Saves [jves i Ramallah

In November, the PCRF sent a 10-member team of adult cardiac surgeons from St. Francis
Hospital in Tulsa, Oklahoma to Ramallah Hospital to provide life-saving open-heart surgery
and other invasive procedures for sick adult patients from throughout the West Bank. Led
by surgeon Dr. Charles Berry and cardiologist Dr. Tom Wisenbaugh, the team performed
over two-dozen cardiac procedures in the operating room and catherization lab. Other
members of the team included ICU nurses Debi Lammert, Marilyn Bradley, Kathy Gordon
and Patti Averill. In the theater were perfusionist Jim Reagor, as well as Matt Jezik, CST, and
nurses Glenda Bullock and Debby Pry. The group
brought tens of thousands of dollars worth of medical
supplies and equipment and worked for two weeks. They
were the first adult team of cardiac surgeons working in
the West Bank. The PCRF plans to continue to upgrade
both adult and cardiac surgery in the Middle East by
sending more teams of surgeons and cardiologists to the
region to provide life-saving treatment, as well as
training for local personnel

Ibrahim Hussein 35 Bethlehem PTCA & Stent 11/8
Fadel Aloush 40 Tulkarem PTCA & Stent 11/8
Othman Odeh 54 Nablus CABG 11/9

Abed Abu Zaud 67 Hebron MVR 11/9
Said Awateh 39 Hebron PTCA & Stent 11/10

Mohammed Haneskeh 48 Hebron CABG 11/10
Naef Zaloum 53 Hebron CABG L1/11
Mohammed Mohtib 69 Hebron PTCA & Stent LI/11
Ribhi Najjar 64 Jenin MVR 11/13
Jamela Jarar 66 Nablus PTCA & Stent 11/13
Ata Mousa 62 Ramallah CABG 11/13
Ziad Bakir 43 Qalgilya PTCA & Stent 11/13
Ahmed Sa'aberi 49 Hebron PTCA & Stent 11/13
Mohammed Omer 70 Nablus PTCA & Stent 11/13
Al'ya Abdelabbo 57 Daharyia MVR 11/14
Mohammed Mohtsib 69 Hebron PTCA & Stent 11/14
Bahjat Odie 38 Nablus CABG 11/14
Salam Fattouh 28 Nablus TS Balloon 11/14
Nabil Masri 49 El-Bireh PTCA Stent 11/15

Hudneh Barakat 24 Nablus Triple MVR 11/15
Hassan Hurini 70 Hebron PTCA & Stent 11/15
Saleh Badawi 51 Tulkarem CABG 11/16
Fatima Salah 58 Hebron PTCA & Stent 11/16

o Sa'ed Fellah 67 Nablus CABG 11/16
8 Ahmed Abu Mizher 58 Qalgilya CABG 11/17
Atiyeh Dweik 61 Jalazone RC PTCA & Stent 11/17



Plastic Surgeon Returns to
Gaza for Second time to
provide free surgery

# In early July, the
PCRF sent Dr.
¥ Michael Peters, a
plastic surgeon in
San Diego, to
Shifa Hospital in
the Gaza Strip,
where he provided free surgery for 17
burned and injured people. This is the
second time that Dr. Peters has volunteered
to work in Palestine through the PCRF. He
also has treated several injured Arab
children for free at Mercy Hosptial in San
Diego. In addition to providing many
suffering patients much needed plastic and
reconstructive surgery, Dr. Peters also
donated important medical supplies and
equipment to Shifa Hospital, including a
dermatone machine for taking skin-grafts,
and tissue expanders for burn patients

 Plastic Surger}-: Team
Treats Patients in Nablus

SRS aE S

In August, the PCRF sent a six-member
team of plastic surgeons and nurses from
The Small World Foundation to Rafidiah
Hospital in Nablus to provide free plastic
and reconstructive surgery for patients with
burn injuries, as well as congenital
deformities and other disfiguring problems
that could not be treated locally. Working
over a week period, the team provided
highly specialized surgical care to dozens of
poor and needy patients from all over the
West Bank. Team members included Dr.
Kevin Hopkins, Dr. Jeff Arliss, Dr. Paul
Berig, and three nurses,
Suzanne Walls, Sheilagh
Brosky and Gayle Schotte.
! The PCRF will continue to
'\ work with Small World
| Foundation to send more
teams of plastic surgeons to
the Middle East in the year
2000.

PCRF Ships Wheelchairs,
Rehabilitation Team to
Gaza

In July, the PCRF sent a 12-member team of
rehabilitation specialists from Hope Haven
Ministries to Gaza to fit handicapped
patients with wheelchairs that were shipped
from the US in a 40-foot container. The
wheelchairs were donated to the Palestinian
Union of Sport for Handicapped, who then
distributed them to over 150 poor
handicapped patients. There are hundreds
of needy handicapped patients in the refugee
camps and towns of
Gaza who do not have
wheelchairs.  This
shipment provided
hundreds of families a
new chance at
mobility and a better
life. The PCRF plans
to work again with
Hope Haven to
provide other medical
shipments to needy
patients in the Middle
East in the next year.

Other Medieal Supplies

and Equipment Shipped to

Palestine
The PCRF continued to help institutions and
doctors in Palestine provide better care to
poor patients by providing them medical
supplies and equipment donated from the
US. InJuly, 12 infusion pumps were sent to
Makassed and Ramallah Hospitals to
upgrade their ICU units, A month later, a
shipment of disposable surgical supplies
were donated by the PCRF to Rafidiah
Hospital in Nablus. In October, ophthalmic
surgical supplies were sent to the Eye
Hospital in Gaza City, This is the second
shipment of ophthalmic supplies sent to the
Eye Hospital in the past year.



Medical Projects for the year

Treating Injured Youths in North America:

The PCRF will continue to bring injured and sick Arab
children from all over the Middle East for free medical care
in the U.S. These are children who cannot be adequately
treated in their homeland. We have already arranged free
care for several youths and are in need of plane tickets to
cover their travel expenses. We also need funds to cover the
other basic expenses that the children have while in-country,
such as telephone calls to their families, clothing and food.

""Healing Hearts'" Campaign:

The PCRF will continue save the lives of sick children and train local doctors by
sending at least eight more teams of pediatric cardiac surgeons to the region in 2000.
We will continue to work with the teams that we sent there last year from Europe,
namely the Belgian team from the University of Gent, as well as the Italian team from
Bergamo. Each team will go three times in 2000, with the government of Belgium
assisting in covering the plane tickets of the Belgian team. We will also send a
pediatric cardiac team from Switzerland, led by Dr. Antonio Corno, and an American
team called "Project Open Hearts" from Colorado to do adult cardiac patients.

Other Surgical Teams:

The PCRF has several other surgical teams lined up to go to Palestine and Lebanon in
2000 to provide specialized surgery for injured and sick youths, as well as training for
local physicians and nurses. We will continue to work with "Small World
Foundation" to send two teams of plastic surgeons to the Middle East. One team will
go to Lebanon to provide plastic surgery for burned and disfigured patients in the
refugee camps, while the other team will continue to work in the West Bank, as they
did in 1999. We are also planning on sending a team of ophthalmic surgeons from
"Sight to the Blind" foundation. We sent this team to Gaza in 1998 and will send
them to Lebanon in 2000 to provide ophthalmic surgery on refugees in the camps..

Medical Shipments:
The PCRF will continue to provide health institutions and local organizations
donated medical equipment and supplies in the following year, based on our ability to
t locate these items. One particular shipment will entail a 40-foot container of cardiac
surgery supplies donated by "Project Open Heart" to be sent to Ramallah Hospital for
our visiting teams to use.



Budget for Relief Proje@@ O

1-Treating Injured Youths in North America:

1. 25 Round-trip plane tickets

2. Clothing, Housing and Food for 25 Cases

3. Telephone Expenses for 25 children in the U.S.
Total for Treating Injured Youths

2-"Healing Hearts" Campaign 2000

Italian Bergamo Team, (8 members): January

1. Plane Tickets for 8 Team members, $500 each
2. Hotel for nine days, 8 people, $50.00 per night
3. Food for nine days, $20.00 per person
4. Van Rental for nine days, $100 per day

Total for January, 2000 [talian Cardiac Team

Belgian Gent Team (8 members): February
1. Food for nine days, $20.00 per person
2. Plane ticket for Coordinator
3. Van Rental for nine days, $100 per day
Total for February, 2000 Belgian Cardiac Team

Swiss Team (8 members): March
1. Plane Tickets for 8 Team members (500 each)
2. Hotel for nine days, 8 people, $50.00 per night
3. Food for nine days, $20.00 per person
4, Van Rental for nine days, $100 per day

Total for March, 2000 Swiss Cardiac Team

American Adult Cardiac Team (15 Members): April
1. Plane Tickets for 15 Team members (1000 each)
2. Hotel for nine days, 15 people, $50.00 per night
3. Food for nine days, $20.00 per person
4: Van Rental for nine days, $100 per day

Total for April, 2000 American Cardiac Team

Italian Bergamo Team, (8 members): May
1. Plane Tickets for 8 Team members, $500 each
2. Hotel for nine days, 8 people, $50.00 per night
3. Food for nine days, $20.00 per person
4. Van Rental for nine days, $100 per day

Total for May, 2000 Italian Cardiac Team

$25,000.00

2,000.00

2.000.00
$29,000.00

$4,000.00
3,600.00
1,440.00
900.00
$9,940.00

$1,440.00
1,200.00
900.00
$3,540.00

$4,000.00
3.600.00
1.440.00
900.00
$9.,940.00

$15,000.00
7.500.00
2,700.00
900.00
$26,100.00

$4,000.00
3,600.00
1,440.00
900.00
$9,940.00




Belgian Gent Team (8 members): May

1. Food for nine days, $20.00 per person $1,440.00
2. Plane ticket for Coordinator 1,200.00
3. Van Rental for nine days, $100 per day 900.00
Total for May, 2000 Belgian Cardiac Team $3,540.00
Italian Bergamo Team (8 members): July
1. Plane Tickets for 8§ Team members, $500 each $4,000.00
2. Hotel for nine days, 8 people, $50.00 per night $3,600.00
3. Food for nine days, $20.00 per person 1,440.00
4. Van Rental for nine days, $100 per day 900.00
Total for July, 2000 Italian Cardiac Team $9,940.00
Belgian Gent Team (8 members): September
1. Food for nine days, $20.00 per person $1,440.00
2. Plane ticket for Coordinator 1,200.00
3. Van Rental for nine days, $100 per day 900.00
Total for September, 2000 Belgian Cardiac Team $3,540.00
Total Budget for "Healing Hearts" Campaign: $76,480.00

3-Other Surgical Teams

American Plastic Surgery Team
To Lebanon (6 members): March, 2000

1. Plane tickets, $1,000.00 each $6,000.00
2. Hotel for one-week, $50.00 per person 2,100.00
3. Food and Travel in-country, $100 per day 700.00
Total for Lebanon Plastic Surgery team, March $8,800.00

American Ophthalmic Surgery team
To Lebanon (6 members): April, 2000

1. Plane tickets, $1,000.00 each $6,000.00
2. Hotel for one-week, $50.00 per person 2,100.00
3. Food and Travel in-country, $100 per day 700.00
Total for Lebanon Ophthalmic Surgery team, April $8.,800.00

American Plastic Surgery Team
To Palestine (6 members): October, 2000

1. Plane tickets, $1,000.00 each $6,000.00

2. Hotel for one-week, $50.00 per person 2,100.00

3. Food and Travel in-country, $100 per day 700.00
Total for Palestine Plastic Surgery team, October $8,800.00
Total Budget for Other Surgical Teams $26,400.00

4-Shipping Medical Supplies
Container of Cardiac Surgery Disposables $7,500.00

TOTAL BUDGET FOR RELIEF PROJECTS









