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Dr. Musa Nasir		  Honorary Chairman (USA)
Dr. Khaled Abughazaleh	 Chairman of the Board (USA)
Ashraf Abu Issa		  Vice Chairman of the Board (Qatar)
Imad Nassereddin	 Treasurer  (USA)
Marwan ElMasri		 Secretary (USA)
Omar El-Quqa		  Kuwait
Oussama Abughazaleh	 Chile
Ali Alireza		  Saudi Arabia
Hiam Khaireddin		 USA
Ayman Masri		  Palestine
Tania Nasir		  USA
Steve Sosebee		  President & CEO (USA/Palestine)
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Chairman				    Dr. Khaled Abughazaleh (USA)
Orthopedics			   Dr. Hugh Watts (USA)
POET Program			   Dr. Anna Cuomo (USA)
Pediatric Cardiology			   Dr. Ra-id Abdulla (USA)
Pediatric Cardiac Surgery		  Dr. Stefano Luisi (Italy)
Pediatric Surgery			   Dr. Abdulla Zarroug (Qatar)
Spine Surgery			   Dr. Ahmad Nassr (USA)
Ophthalmology			   Dr. Francis Nathan (Australia)
Pediatric Neurosurgery			  Dr. Alex Zouros (USA)
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery		  Dr. Rafael Ruiz (Mexico)
Anesthesia, Pain Management and ICU	 Dr. Hussein Abu Khudair (Jordan)
Pediatric Oncology/Hematology		  Dr. Mohamed Radhi (USA)
Pediatric Urology			   Dr. Mohamed El-Sherbini (Canada)
Mental Health			   Dr. Bahar Hashemi (USA)
ENT				    Dr. Mark Ray (USA)
Pediatric and General Dentistry		  Dr. Daniel Ravel (USA)
Pediatrics				    Dr. Barbara Zind (USA)
Vascular Surgery			   Dr. Walid Masoud (Jordan)
Plastic Surgery			   Dr. Walter Kunzi (Switzerland)
General Surgery			   Dr. Andrea Carobbi (Italy)
Pediatric Oncology/Palliative Care		 Dr. Zeena Salman (USA)

Medical 
Advisory 
Board
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Steve Sosebee		  President/CEO
Anna Hardy 		  Finance Manager
Sarah Alrayyes 		  Chapter Coordinator
Dunia Saed 		  Patient Affairs Coordinator
Amanda Pudloski 		  Administrative Assistant
Dalal Hillou 		  Social Media Coordinator
Olga Cera 		  EU Coordinator
Martina Luisi 		  Italian Coordinator
Jordan/Lebanon
Suha Abdul Rahim		  Country Coordinator
Aref Jaber		  Area Coordinator (Jordan)
Ekhlas Hussaine		  Patient Affairs Coordinator (Jordan)
Hiba Mawed		  Patient Affairs Coordinator (Lebanon)
Mahmoud Al Hajj		  Medical Missions Coordinator (Lebanon)
Gaza
Suhail Flaifl 		  Medical Mission Coordinator/Gaza Manager
Mohammed Hamad 	 Procurement Manager
Islam Hejazi 		  Medical Missions Assistant
Asma’a Noman 		  North Gaza Social Worker
Heba Abu Eyada 		  North Gaza Social Worker
Khaled Al Najar 		  Central Gaza Area Coordinator
Mohammad Afaneh 	 South Gaza Area Coordinator
Mohammed Abu Ghali 	 South Gaza Social Worker
Abdelazeez Noman 		 Media & Communications
Gaza Humanitarian Projects Team:
Jamalat Ali		  Humanitarian Projects Supervisor
Fadi Al Talouli		  North Gaza Field Worker
Reem Matar		  Central Gaza Social Worker
Mohammed Ashour		 Mental Health Project Field Worker
Arwa El Farra		  South Gaza Field Worker
Mahmoud Abu Khadeir	 North Gaza Field Worker
West Bank
Mysoon Abu Zeineh		 Humanitarian Program Coordinator
Sireen Musleh		  Procurement/Head of Social Workers
Shireen Zidan		  Palestine Accountant
Nada Alhasan		  Finance Assistant
Randa Shararah		  Patient Data Coordinator
Nadia Hasan		  IT Coordinator
Lourena Nasser		  Secretary
Samah Rukab		  Ramallah Social Worker
Marwa Khalifa		  Bethlehem Social Worker
Niveen Abdulhadi		  Huda Al Masri Cancer Department Social Worker
Amal Dwik		  Hebron Area Coordinator
Alaa Osaily		  Hebron Social Worker
Mona Al Fayed		  Jenin Area Coordinator
Bana Abbadi		  Humanitarian Projects Assistant
Feda’a Abu Rub		  Jenin Social Worker
Hana Abdeen		  Nablus Area Coordinator
Sawsan Sofan		  Nablus Social Worker
Maha Madani		  Tulkarem Area Coordinator
Sua’ad Salman		  Tulkarem Social Worker

List of 
Staff
North America
Europe
Jordan/Lebanon
Gaza
West Bank
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North America
•	 Arizona
•	 Atlanta 
•	 Baltimore
•	 Boston
•	 Charlotte
•	 Chicago
•	 Cincinnati 
•	 Cleveland
•	 Columbus
•	 Dallas
•	 DC-Metro
•	 Delaware

•	 Detroit
•	 Eastern Carolina
•	 Houston 
•	 New Jersey 
•	 New York
•	 Ontario, Canada
•	 Orlando
•	 Philadelphia
•	 Portland 
•	 Raleigh
•	 Rutgers 
•	 St. Louis
•	 San Diego

•	 San Francisco/Bay Area
•	 South Carolina
•	 Southern California
•	 Tampa
•	 Tennessee
•	 Toledo
•	 Washington State

Middle East
•	 Jeddah
•	 Jordan
•	 Qatar
•	 U.A.E

As a grassroots organization, the PCRF is proud to have the support of a wide network of volunteers 
who dedicate their time and energy to support our humanitarian mission.  Our growth is thanks to 
these volunteer chapters in North and South America, the Middle East, Africa and Europe. 

South America
•	 Chile

Africa
•	 Cape Town

Europe
•	 Italy
•	 London

PCRF 
Chapters
North America
Middle East
South America
Africa
Europe
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Auditing:
Escott & Company
Kent, Ohio

Price Waterhouse Cooper
Ramallah, Palestine

Deloitte 
Ramallah, Palestine

Legal Representation:
The Bernabei & Wachtel Law Firm 
Washington, DC

Mazen Qupty, Esq.
East Jerusalem
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For twenty-four years, the Palestine Children’s Relief Fund has grown and evolved into one of the 
Middle East’s most active grassroots NGO’s, serving the needs of sick and injured children, regardless 
of their nationality, race, or religion, thanks to people like you who make our work possible.  This 
annual report for 2016 is a record of our achievements over the past year, in which we were able to 
respond to the humanitarian needs of children all over the Middle East.

In 2016, we sponsored and ran 136 volunteer medical missions from all over the world to the West 
Bank, Gaza, Lebanon, and Jordan, providing 2,160 patients much-needed surgery in such areas as 
pediatric cardiac surgery, plastic and reconstructive surgery, urology, orthopedic surgery, neurosurgery, 
maxillofacial surgery, and general pediatric surgery.  Another 4,326 children were screened by our 
expert volunteer doctors, and many of them received help through other means, such as our one-time 
sponsorship program.  

We also managed to send 43 sick and injured kids for free care in the USA, Europe, the UAE and other locations 
in 2016.  Hundreds more children - many of them Syrian refugees - had surgery or other medical aid through our 
sponsorship programs in Lebanon and Jordan.  

Our humanitarian projects continue to have a huge impact on the lives of thousands of children all over the region.  
One example is our pediatric mental health project in Gaza, which includes therapeutic summer camps, as well as 
sponsoring counseling and medicine for the most at-risk traumatized children.  We also ran sponsorship programs for 
hundreds of chronically ill children in need of monthly support, Gaza war orphans, Syrian refugees in Gaza, and we 
sponsored nurseries in Lebanon’s refugee camps.  

The Huda Al Masri Pediatric Cancer Department in Beit Jala Hospital is our proudest achievement, ensuring that 
nearly all children in the West Bank who need treatment for cancer and other blood diseases can be cared for locally, 
while we also made great strides in building the Dr. Musa and Suhaila Nasir Gaza Pediatric Cancer Department, which 
will save the lives of children who currently have limited access to care there.  

We are proud to have received in 2016 our fifth-straight, four-star (highest) rating from Charity Navigator, with a 
transparency and accountability rating of 100%, as well as being recognized as one of the most efficient privately-
funded NGOs working in the Middle East. We also received an additional recognition of our service to Syrian refugee 
children.  We recognize how valuable your support is, and we want to ensure that we maximize the use of our 
resources to help as many children as possible.

As we grow in the coming years, the PCRF will focus more on training local doctors and addressing the deficiencies 
in the local health-care systems to create better services and care for our children in need.  We cannot further address 
the long-term health-care deficiencies and continue to address the urgent needs of its children without your generous 
support. We hope that this 2016 annual report demonstrates our determination to serve the most marginalized and 
neglected children in the region, as well as our commitment to running a professional, transparent, hard-working and 
compassionate nonprofit organization.  Thank you for making our work possible.

In solidarity,

Dr. Khaled Abughazaleh
Diplomate American Board Oral
Maxillofacial Surgery Chairman of the Board

Steve Sosebee
President/CEO

Message 
from the 
President/
CEO and 
Chairman
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We Received Our Fifth Straight 4-Star Rating from Charity Navigator with 
Perfect Scores in Financial and Accountability & Transparency 

"We are proud to announce Palestine Children's Relief Fund has earned our fifth consecutive 4 - star rating. Receiving four out 
of a possible four stars indicates that your organization adheres to good governance and other best practices that minimize 
the chance of unethical activities and consistently executes its mission in a fiscally responsible way. Only 5 % of the charities 
we rate have received at least 5 consecutive 4 - star evaluations, indicating that Palestine Children's Relief Fund outperforms 
most other charities in America. This “exceptional” designation from Charity Navigator differentiates Palestine Children's Relief 

Fund from its peers and demonstrates to the public it is worthy of their trust."



TREATMENT ABROAD CASES
The PCRF is the main organization in the Middle East arranging free 
medical care for sick and injured children who cannot be treated 
in their home countries.  We thank the many doctors and hospitals 
who treated our children on a humanitarian basis in 2016, as well 
as the hundreds of volunteers from all over the world who gave 
their time as host families, translators, and in countless other 
ways to help  our children while they were abroad for treatment.  
We help children based on their needs, and not based on their 
religion, nationality or with any political intention.   We sent 43 
children from all over the Middle East for free care in 2016.  

2016 
PCRF
ANNUAL
REPORT

10



2016 
PCRF
ANNUAL
REPORT

1111

Patients Treated 
Abroad by Country of 

Origin

13  Gaza

23  West Bank

4  Iraq 

4  Jordan/Lebanon/Syria

Where
Patients Were
Treated Abroad

5  India

28  North American

2  Europe 

7  Middle East
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Child's Name Age Where they 

are From Type of Treatment Where They 
were Treated Treated By

Omar Al Shorti 17 Nablus Heart Transplant Bangalore Dr Bagirath Raghuram
Mohammed Hawwain 11 Hebron Orthopedic Surgery Philadelphia Dr Corinna Franklin

Amulbanen Jamal 1 Iraq Cardiac Surgery Bangalore Dr Pradeep Kaushik
Ameer Ali 2 Jordan Prosthetic Greenville, SC Shriners Hospital

Nourline Samamra 2 Ramallah Esophageal Atresia New Jersey Dr Saad Saad
Qossay AbuSnaina 11 Hebron Orthopedic Surgery Dallas Dr Charles Johnston

Wisam Shallouf 7 Gaza Surgery/Prosthesis Washington Dr Paul Caskey
Majd Murtaja 10 Gaza Urological Surgery Baltimore Dr John Gearhart
Yousef Rabaia 17 Jenin Scoliosis Surgery Boston Dr Brian Grottkau

Abdelrahman Ayasa 7 Jenin Hand Surgery France Dr Dominique Le Nen
Amir Assad 1 Lebanon Cardiac Surgery Bangalore Narayana Hospital

Rawan Ghoul 14 Jenin Reconstructive Surgery Dubai American Academy of Cosmetic Surgery Hospital
Mustafa Al Khafaji 4 Iraq BMT/Leukemia Bangalore Narayana Hospital

Salwa Ashour 2 Gaza Cardiac Surgery Chicago Dr. Michel Ilbawi
Tiba Hazza 5 Iraq Ophthalmic Surgery Bangalore Narayana Hospital

Layth Jallow 16 Iraq Orthopedic Surgery Los Angeles  Dr Monthakan Ratnarathom
Qais Doudin 17 Hebron Orthopedic Surgery Tampa Dr. Maureen Maciel 

Asinat Alhussein 5 Syria Orthopedic Surgery Jeddah Abdul Latif Hameel Hospital
Rahaf Abughali 6 Jenin Urological Surgery Egypt Dr Hasan Abu Alanin
Qossay Kafarna 4 Gaza Urological Surgery Delaware Dr Ahmad Bani Hani
Latifa Yacoub 15 Tulkarem Prosthetics Dubai Al Jalilah & E-nable foundation

Mahmoud Najajra 17 Hebron Ocular Plastic Surgery Dubai Dr Ahmed Bitar
Abdallah Snober 16 Nablus Prosthetics Raleigh Sunstone Labs

Farid Sallout 4 Gaza Craniofacial Surgery Shreveport Willis Knighton Health Systems Hospital 
Mariam Beyrat 7 Ramallah ENT Surgery New Jersey Dr Saad Saad

Mohammed Al Qonfod 14 Gaza Kidney Transplant Jordan Dr Waleed Masoud
Issa Al Muti 14 Bethleham Prosthetics Detroit Anew Life Prosthetics and Orthotics 
Thaer Jouda 11 Gaza Prosthetics Portland Shriners Children’s Hospital
Baraa Asakra 16 Ramallah Ocular Prosthesis San Diego Fresh Start

Mohammed Boshnaq 13 Tulkarem Ocular Prosthesis Atlanta David Herndon
Yousef Rabaia 18 Jenin Scoliosis Surgery Boston Dr Brian Grottkau

Baraah Abusafaqa 10 Tulkarem Neurosurgery St Louis Dr Samer Elbaba
Lina Soud 2 Gaza Orthopedic Surgery/Prosthetic Leg Cincinnati Dr Charles Mehlman

Ahmed Alostaz 8 Ramallah Prosthetics Jeddah Abdel Latif Jameel Hospital
Ammar Almomany 7 Jordan Urological Surgery Columbus Nationwide Children’s Hospital

Anwar Barash 18 Ramallah Reconstructive Surgery Atlanta Panacea Plastic Surgery Hospital
Zaina Alsbakhi 1 Gaza Neurosurgery Italy The Meyer Hospital In Florence

Marah Elhindawi 4 Gaza Prosthetics Dallas Texas Scottish Rite Hospital
Tayyem Daher 4 Gaza Vascular Surgery Chicago Lurie Children's Hospital
Ameer Khanfar 14 Nablus Scoliosis Surgery Dallas Texas Scottish Rite Hospital
Mera Amarna 11 Jenin Scoliosis Surgery Dallas Texas Scottish Rite Hospital
Ahd Hamdan 6 Gaza Prosthetics Los Angeles Shriners Children's Hospital

Nima Freij 18 Gaza Reconstructive Surgery Dubai American Academy of Cosmetic Surgery Hospital
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MEDICAL MISSIONS
The PCRF is the main organization in the 
Middle East arranging free medical care 
for sick and injured children who cannot 
be treated in their home countries.  We 
thank the many doctors and nurses who 
volunteered to travel to the Middle East 
with us in 2016, away from their homes 
and families, to treat thousands of our 
children, and also train local medical staff.  
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Medical Missions to the 
West Bank 

In 2016, the PCRF sponsored 
69 volunteer medical teams 
from all over the world to the 
West Bank, working in Jenin 
Hospital, Rafidiah Hospital in 
Nablus, Thabet Thabet Hospital 
in Tulkarem, the Palestine 
Medical Complex in Ramallah, 
Beit Jala Hospital in Bethlehem, 
and Alia Hospital in Hebron.  
These teams provided a 
variety of surgical and medical 
services, including cardiac 
surgery, plastic & reconstructive 
surgery, urology, orthopedic 
surgery, hand surgery, spine 
surgery, maxillofacial surgery, 
oncology and general pediatric 
surgery.  On these missions, 
2,369 patients were screened 
by our doctors for further 
follow-up care, and 1,124 
patients had free surgery in the 
public sector.  

69 	 Missions
2,369 	 Screened cases
1124 	 Total Number of
	 Operations

Medical Missions to the Middle East: 2016

In 2016, the PCRF sponsored 136 volunteer medical teams from all over the world to the Middle East, working in 
public (Palestine) or PRCS (Lebanon) hospitals. These teams provided a variety of surgical and medical services, 
including cardiac surgery, plastic & reconstructive surgery, urology, orthopedic surgery, hand surgery, spine surgery, 
maxillofacial surgery, oncology and general pediatric surgery.  On these missions, 4,326 patients were screened by 
our doctors for further follow-up care, and 2,160 patients had free surgery in the public sector. 

Medical Missions to the 
Gaza Strip

In 2016, the PCRF sponsored 
51 volunteer medical teams 
from all over the world to the 
Gaza  Strip, working in Shifa 
Hospital and the Pediatric 
Specialized Hospital in Gaza 
City, Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir 
El Balah, and the European 
Gaza Hospital and Nasser 
Hospital in Khan Younis, 
respectively. These teams 
provided a variety of surgical 
and medical services, including 
cardiac surgery, plastic & 
reconstructive surgery, urology, 
pediatric orthopedic surgery, 
hand surgery, spine surgery, 
maxillofacial surgery, oncology 
and general pediatric surgery.  
On these missions, 1,286 
patients were screened by our 
doctors for further follow-up 
care, and 694 patients had free 
surgery in the public sector.  

51 	 Missions
1,286 	 Screened cases
694 	 Total Number of
	 Operations

Medical Missions to 
Lebanon/Jordan

In 2016, the PCRF sponsored 
16 volunteer medical teams 
from all over the world to 
Lebanon and Jordan, working 
mainly in Palestine Red 
Crescent Hospitals like Al 
Hamshiry in Saida and Safad 
in Badawi refugee camp, 
treating both Palestinian and 
Syrian refugees.   These teams 
provided a variety of surgical 
and medical services, including 
plastic & reconstructive 
Surgery, pediatric orthopedic 
surgery, hand surgery, 
maxillofacial surgery, and 
general pediatric surgery.  On 
these missions, 671 patients 
were screened by our doctors 
for further follow-up care, and 
342 refugees had free surgery.  

16 	 Missions
671 	 Screened cases
342 	 Total Number of
	 Operations
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Before and After, Cleft Lip Surgery of Abdallah Al-Turok, 6 months old by Dr. Mark Ray,
Shifa Hospital, Gaza City, December 2016
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Breakdown
of Missions to

the Middle East
in 2016

18  Orthopedic Surgery

14  General Surgery

12  Other* 

11  Pediatric Cardiac Surgery/Cardiology

10  Hand Surgery

9  Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery

9  Maxillofacial Surgery

9  Pediatric Dental Surgery 

9  Urological Surgery

7  Neonatology

6  Pediatric Oncology

6  Ophthalmic Surgery 

4  Arthroscopy Surgery

3  Nephrology

3  Pediatric Psychology

2  Pediatric Respiratory & Pulmonary 

2  Spine Surgery

2  General Pediatric Surgery 

*Other: 1 (Gastroenterology), 1 (Prosthetic), 1 
(Emergency Medicine), 1 (Neurosurgery), 1 (Evaluation), 
1 (head neck), 1 (Wheelchair), 2 (Jordan and Palestine 
refugee camps project), 1 (urological oncological 
surgery), 1 (Speech Therapy), 1 (Trauma & ICU)



2016 
PCRF
ANNUAL
REPORT

HUMANITARIAN PROJECTS
The third branch of PCRF operations is humanitarian 
projects, which are designed to identify the needs 
of specific children, communities, and institutions.  
These projects and programs are in partnership 
with other NGOs and through the generous 
support of individual donors all over the world, 
who respond to our appeals and assist us in our 
efforts to alleviate the  suffering of some of the 
most marginalized children in the Middle East.     

18
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Monthly Child Sponsorship Program

Since 2000, the PCRF has run a Monthly Child 
Sponsorship Program in which hundreds of 
chronically ill or disabled children in Palestine and 
Lebanon’s refugee camps are paired with donors 
abroad to have their basic humanitarian medical 
needs met.  These are children whose families are 
too poor to provide them the care and support that 
they need to live better lives.   The PCRF does not 
give cash to families, but rather buys for the child 
their medicine or other needs directly from vetted 
vendors, to ensure a high level of transparency and 
accountability.  

One-Time Surgery Sponsorship Program

In 2016, 145 Palestinian and Syrian refugee 
children were sponsored for surgery in Lebanese 
and Jordanian hospitals.  These are children who 
were not able to travel abroad for treatment due 
to their refugee status or their medical condition.  
The PCRF appeals to sponsors through our 
weekly newsletter to help cover the cost of 
these operations, and often partners with other 
organizations to reduce or share in the cost of 
surgery. 

Total number
of sponsored 

children in 2016:
320

171  West Bank, 91  Gaza, 58  Lebanon

48  Lebanon, 97  Jordan

Total number
of sponsored 

children in Lebanon 
and Jordan:

145
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One-Time Medical Sponsorship Program

In 2016, 320 Palestinian and Syrian refugee children 
in the West Bank, Gaza, Lebanon and Jordan were 
sponsored for a variety of medical and humanitarian 
needs through our One-Time Sponsorship Program.  
These are children who were not able to get care 
through their own families due to their economic 
situation. The PCRF appeals to sponsors through 
our weekly newsletter to help cover the cost of their 
humanitarian needs.   The PCRF does not give cash 
to families, but rather buys for the child their needs 
directly from vetted vendors, to ensure a high level 
of transparency and accountability.

Gaza Pediatric Mental Health Program

Following the 2014 war on Gaza, the PCRF 
launched a program to identify children who 
were suffering from psychological trauma and in 
need of counseling and support.  We have been 
partnering with the Gaza Community Mental Health 
Programme and the Center for Mind Body Medicine 
to help support the mental health needs of 
hundreds of children, both individually and through 
group sessions, and by providing medications and 
sending new counselors into the field.  In 2016, 291 
Gazan children were enrolled in this project, getting 
specialized help to address their PTSD or other 
issues related to anxiety and depression.  

59  Lebanon/Jordan/Syria, 
156  West Bank, 105  Gaza

84  North Gaza, 105  Central Gaza, 
102  South Gaza

Tot al number 
of children in 

sponsored in this 
project: 

320

Total number of 
children in this 

project: 
291
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Name of Camp Location Partners No. of Beneficiaries
Dahkat Amal Camp Central Gaza CMBM + Zakat Funds / USA 66

Farha Camp South Gaza CMBM + Zakat Funds / USA 66
Farah and Marah Camp North Gaza CMBM + Zakat Funds / USA 68

In the Health Life Jenin Sharek Youth Center + Ministry of Health 100
Alwan Camps Ramallah Al Nahda Women Society + Mountain Star 70

Al Farah Summer Camp Huda Al Masri Pediatric Cancer Department 30 kids + 30 mothers

Summer Camps 2016

Since 2001, the PCRF has sponsored summer camps throughout the West Bank, Gaza and Lebanon to 
integrate handicapped and mainstream children to help break down some of the social and cultural stigmas 
impacting children with special needs.  The summer camps in 2016 were:

200  West Bank, 200  Gaza

Total number
of children in 

summer camps:
 400
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Nursery Location No. of Children
Al-Somod Shatila Camp/Beirut 85
Al-Somod Bourj Barajneh Camp/Beirut 89
Al-Somod Badawi Camp/Tripoli 99

Dream kindergarten Badawi Camp/Tripoli 82
Ghassan Kanafani kindergarten Badawi Camp/Tripoli 148

Just Childhood Shatila Camp/Beirut 55
Al-Anamel Al-Saghera Bourj Barajneh Camp/Beirut 108

Total 666

Lebanon Refugee Camp Nursery Sponsorship

Over the past several years, the PCRF has supported several nurseries in Palestinian refugee camps in 
Lebanon to provide children there with milk and other daily nutrition in an effort to better improve their diet, 
which is impacted by their poverty and refugee status.  These nurseries are:

The
total number of 
refugee children 
sponsored in this 

program:
666
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Gaza Orphan Sponsorship Project

Following the 2014 war on Gaza, hundreds of 
children were orphaned and in need of help to 
cover their most basic humanitarian needs.  The 
PCRF launched a project to identify these children 
`to enable them to get their basic food, clothing 
and medical needs met.   The PCRF does not 
give cash to families, but rather buys for the child 
their medicine or other needs directly from vetted 
vendors, to ensure a high level of transparency and 
accountability.  

Gaza Syrian Refugee Sponsorship Project

Over the past few years, many families fleeing the 
war in Syria have arrived in Gaza without any form 
of support for their children.  In 2016, the PCRF 
launched a new project to identify the children 
of Syrian refugees in Gaza and to link them with 
donors abroad who help to cover their basic food, 
clothing and medical needs, which their families 
are too poor to provide them.   The PCRF does not 
give cash to families, but rather buys for the child 
their medicine or other needs directly from vetted 
vendors, to ensure a high level of transparency and 
accountability. 

69  North Gaza, 39  Central Gaza, 
64  South Gaza

4  North Gaza, 2  Central Gaza, 
10  South Gaza

Total number
of orphan children 
sponsored in Gaza:

 172

Total number 
of Gaza Syrian 

refugees 
sponsored: 

16
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13  West Bank, 6  Gaza, 5  Lebanon/Jordan

Other Humanitarian Projects 2016

In 2016, the PCRF responded to the urgent needs 
of children in the West Bank, Gaza, Lebanon and 
Jordan by initiating and sponsoring 24 humanitarian  
projects, helping 11,569 children. 

Name of Project Location No. of Beneficiaries
Gaza Winter Relief The Gaza Strip 1,997

Wheelchairs The Gaza Strip 214
Winter Jackets Jordan 622
Hygiene Kits West Bank 2,018
School Kits Central/South West Bank 1,400

Nebulizer Distribution Ramallah Area 150
Wheelchairs Hebron 214
Wheelchairs North West Bank 212

Ramadan Food and Clothing for Cancer Children Huda Al Masri Pediatric Cancer Department 80
Eid Clothes for Lebanon Children Lebanon 450

Eid Clothes for Gaza Cancer Children Gaza 30
First Aid Kits Hebron (Old City) 200

Medical Glasses Central and South Gaza 271
School Bags Jordan 500

Diabetes Supplies Tulkarem/Qalqilya 102
Hygiene kits Tulkarem/Qalqilya 188
School kits West Bank 1,903

School bags Central Lebanon 325
Medical Shoes The Gaza Strip 260

Medical Mattresses Jenin 52
Diabetes Supplies Bethlehem 48

Nebulizers Bethlehem 70
Nebulizers Lebanon 65

Medical Supplies The Gaza Strip 198

Total number 
of beneficiaries 

reached: 
24
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CHAPTER & SPECIAL EVENTS
Throughout the year, our chapters provide care by hosting travel abroad 
cases, as well as planning and organizing a wide range of events to help raise 
awareness and funds for our ongoing medical and humanitarian projects.  
We also are fortunate to have individuals who support the PCRF through 
special events.  

Some of these activities in 2016 included Wissam Al Jayyoussi’s “Goodwill 
Journey” motorcycle ride across the world to raise funds for our Gaza cancer 
department, and Team Palestine for PCRF’s many activities, including running 
in the “Right to Movement” Palestine Marathon, where PCRF Cape Town Chapter 
volunteer Mervin Steenkamp won the marathon on behalf of our children.

TEAM PALESTINE FOR PCRF
26
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GOODWILL JOURNEY

27



In April of 2013, the PCRF opened the first and only 
public pediatric cancer department in honor of 
our head social worker, Huda Al Masri, who helped 
to build the PCRF for seventeen years, before 
passing away from leukemia in 2009.   We are now 
able to provide excellent medical care for cancer 
patients who previously had to go abroad for care, 
at great hardship to them and their families.

In 2016, sixty-five new patients from all over 
Palestine were admitted into the department 
to be treated for a variety of cancer types and 
blood disorders.  The PCRF continues to train and 
support the MOH staff, and we are also the only 
organization providing child-life services for the 
children in the department, such as tutoring for 
children missing school, birthday parties for kids 
in the department, sponsoring Red Nose Clown 
visits, hosting an annual Christmas party, and 
opening in 2015 the Huda Al Masri Healing Garden 
at the hospital for the children to play during their 
stay in the hospital.   

HUDA AL MASRI 
PEDIATRIC CANCER 
DEPARTMENT 
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26  Leukemia

7  Lymphoma

6  Wilms tumor

6  Neuroblastoma 

6  Sarcoma 

5  Brain Tumor

9  Other Cancer Types

Cancer Types
Treated in the 
Department in

2016

Cancer Patients 
Admitted to the 

Department in 2016,
by Location

7  North West Bank

10  Gaza

5  Central West Bank 

43  South West Bank



DR. MUSA AND SUHAILA NASIR
GAZA PEDIATRIC CANCER DEPARTMENT  
In 2015, the PCRF launched a new major project to build the first and only pediatric 
hematology and oncology department to provide expert services for the children living 
in the Gaza Strip.  Currently, Gaza children fighting cancer have to travel abroad for the 
most basic care for cancer, crossing checkpoints and having to get permits, which is 
not conducive to their long-term treatment.   The privately-funded project will hopefully 
open in 2017 and start providing our children there the care that they need in Gaza.
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SPECIAL PROJECTS
In 2016, the PCRF initiated several 
projects in support of developing 
the health-care infrastructure, 
training, and services for people all 
over the Middle East.  As we grow as 
a nonprofit, we are looking for ways 
to address the deficiencies in the 
health-care needs in the West Bank, 
Gaza and Lebanon. 
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Orthopedic Surgeon Sponsored for Fellowship 
in India

In 2016, the PCRF sponsored the fellowship of orthopedic 
surgeon Dr. Abdul Rahman Marridi in hand surgery at 
Ganga Hospital in Coimbatore, India.  Dr. Marridi had 
been trained through the PCRF’s “Palestinian Orthopedic 
Educational Training” (POET) Program, which is focused 
on the training of young surgeons at the Palestine 
Medical Complex (PMC) in Ramallah.  Dr. Marridi will 
return to Palestine in a year to provide hand surgery as a 
specialization that currently doesn’t exist, requiring many 
patients to go without care or abroad for treatment.

Recovery Room in Rafidiah Hospital

In 2016, the PCRF refurbished and supplied with modern equipment a post-op room for Rafidiah Hospital, 
which is to improve the care of patients after surgery.  This project was supported by the PCRF Chicago 
chapter and was a boost to the hospital’s ability to better care for patients.
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Medical Clinic for Beit 
Hanina Village

Through a grant from a 
community in the USA, 
the PCRF supplied a 
new clinic in Beit Hanina 
near Jerusalem medical 
equipment and support to 
develop a clinic to serve 
the marginalized population 
there.

Sterilization Machine 
Sent to Gaza

In the fall of 2016, the 
PCRF-Italy chapter shipped 
a sterilization machine to 
the European Gaza Hospital 
in Khan Younis to help 
improve their operating 
theater and their infection 
control challenges.  
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Dialysis for Badawi Refugee Camp

During the year, the PCRF partnered with several other NGOs in Lebanon to contribute to the building of 
a dialysis clinic in the Badawi Refugee camp in northern Lebanon.  This will serve the Palestinian refugee 
population who currently have to travel many hours south to Beirut for dialysis services.
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PROJECTS FOR 2017
The PCRF is the main organization in the Middle East arranging 
free medical care for sick and injured children who cannot be 
treated in their home countries.  We thank the many doctors and 
hospitals who treated our children on a humanitarian basis in 
2016, and also the hundreds of other volunteers from all over the 
world who gave their time as host families, translators, and who 
helped in countless other ways while our children were abroad 
for treatment.  We help children based on their needs, and not 
based on their religion, nationality or with any political intention.

Project Amount needed
Huda Al-Masri Pediatric Cancer Department $ 77,500

Summer Camps in Palestine $ 50,000
Recovery Room for Jenin Hospital $ 120,000

Sending 50 Children Abroad for Free Treatment $ 160,500
Shipping Wheelchairs to Gaza $ 40,000

Urgent Gaza Humanitarian Relief $ 102,000
Syrian Refugee Relief $ 122,000

Gaza Cancer Department $ 500,000
Gaza Mental Health Project $ 100,000

Total $ 1,272,000
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Please Send Your Tax-Exempt Donations to:

The PCRF
PO Box 1926
Kent, OH USA
44240

Bank Wire Information: Palestine
The Palestine Children’s Relief Fund
Bank of Palestine
Branch 458
IBAN:	 USD:	 PS18PALS045822058580013000000
	 ILS:	 PS03PALS045822058580993000000
	 EUR: 	 PS23PALS045822058580333000000
	 JOD: 	 PS83PALS045822058580293000000

Bank Wire Information: USA
Due to security issues, please contact us for account transfer information 

Tax-ID number
93-1057665

USA
P.O.Box 1926, Kent, OH 44240
Phone (330) 678 2645
Fax (330) 678 2661
E-mail: pcrf1@pcrf.net

Ramallah Office
PO Box 1068
Ramallah, West Bank 
Tel/fax (970) 2 298 9293

Gaza Office
Rimal Quarter, Gaza City
Tel/fax (970) 8 283 8266

Lebanon Office
Beirut, Lebanon
Phone (961) 3 945 461
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www.pcrf.net
@ThePCRF


